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Hospitality & Real Estate Opportunities

Ethiopia

Africa Mentor offers a portfolio of hospitality and real estate development in Ethiopia. Our mission is
to help you put YOUR best foot forward in Africa. With over 25 years of experience in Sub-Saharan
Africa,  we are confident that we can guide you efficiently and successfully into the exciting African
marketplace.

The following projects are available through partnership with Africa Mentor.

1) A luxurious resort capitalizing on the demand for international standard accommodation in one
of the most popular tourist towns in Ethiopia. (Lalibela, Ethiopia)

2) A beautiful resort located on the third highest mountain in Ethiopia, strategically located a few
kilometers away from the new NASA-supported space observatory center. (Abune Yoseph,
Ethiopia)

3) Situated on water front view, a full service luxurious business and conferencing hotel situated on
a highly trafficked business and tourism crossroads. (Dessie Ethiopia)

The hotels are ideal for single investments or can be combined to create additional revenue.
Particularly, the Lalibela and Abune Yoseph Resort are well suited for partnership. 

Lalibela Site Abune Yoseph Site Abune Yoseph Site



Overview of Ethiopia
The Land of Opportunities

Resource Rich Ethiopia

Ethiopia is a beautiful country located in the horn of Africa. It attracts
visitors from all over the world and is proudly home to the African
Union.

The country is developing quickly. The International Monetary Fund
(IMF) ranks it as one of the top five fastest growing economies in the
world. In fact, since 2003 Ethiopia has produced an impressive and
stable annual economic growth of double digits. 

The United Nations and the International Chamber of Commerce (ICC)

have recognized the country as a safe and secure living and working
environment. They also call it, “Exceptional...in its almost complete
absence of routine corruption.”

Tourism in Ethiopia

Ethiopia's rapid growth has produced a rising middle class and an influx
of foreign expatriates and returning diaspora. As in all developing
countries, and Ethiopia is no different, these trends create an increase
of international and domestic travelers for both business and leisure
purposes.

Country Profile

In 2013, more than half a million foreign visitors came to the country, although reports indicate that it will rise to
1.2 million travelers by year 2017. A need for quality real estate is in high demand.

The capital city, Addis Ababa, has been quickly targeted and seized by foreign investors who have already
seen many profitable returns. Now, Ethiopia's top secondary cities are being highlighted as producing some of
the best investments in the market.

The following opportunities represent these very top level cities. Each of them will be the first international
standard accommodation in their surrounding area. 

Overview of Ethiopia

Country Profile

People
Gov.
GDP
Inflation
Currency
Religion
Exports

94.1 million
Parliamentary Republic
$46.87 Billion USD
9.3%
Birr
Orthodox Christian
Coffee, Leather, Gold,
Livestock, Minerals 



Lalibela,Ethiopia

As a popular tourist destination and home to the UNESCO protected
rock-hewn churches built between the 12th and 13th centuries,
Lalibela receives thousands of visitors each year. Local data
suggests 40,000 foreign travelers and 22,000 domestic come to the
area annually although those numbers continue to rise.

Despite the strong demand, the hotel market in Lalibela has a severe
shortage. Currently the town has no international standard hotels,
and amenities such as a spa, swimming pool, exercise facility, and
more are nowhere to be found. Guests, even the famous ones who
have visited such as former President George W. Bush
and celebrity Brad Pitt, are forced to return back to Addis or have an
uncomfortable night's stay at a local inn.

The site, which is 30 square meters large, is surrounded by
mountains and strategically located between the airport and
churches.

The resort will hold over 150 rooms with private villas also built on
site. It will include all international expected amenities including
several dining options and a full service spa.  

Local Partner:
Melku Gobezie was born and raised in Lalibela, although he later
went on to become an American citizen traveling the world with his
wife who works for US AID. He has been involved in the tourism
industry since he was a child, and even spent three years working at
the Hilton.

Luxurious resort in top tourist town

Facilities Overview

Prime location in a highly desired city

High demand for quality lodging

60,000 visitors a year 

Flexibility of investment structure and
participation terms for potential
investors

Transaction Overview

Room Summary    100+ rooms with additional villas
Dining Facilities:  Signature restaurant, lobby bar, 24/7 dining
Health/ Wellness:  Fully equipped gym & fitness suite, outdoor      
                               pool, full service spa
Other:                    Parking, executive suites, recreational activities 

Project Cost:         $3 Million USD
Local Investment: $1.5 Million USD
Land Size:             30,000 square meters

Project Highlights

A rock hewn church in Lalibela

Onsite View



Abune Yoseph, Ethiopia

This luxurious lodge resort is located on three large hectors of land
on top of Abune Yoseph and is the only hotel allowed to be built on
the mountain.

While Abune Yoseph is only 25 kilometers away from the town of
Lalibela, it offers a unique opportunity due to its strategic location
next to the new international space observatory center. The center
which is currently under construction has already attracted the
support of NASA and will be a key attraction to the lodge for guests
too tired to return to Lalibela after a night spent star gazing.

To preserve the wildlife in the area such as baboons and the red fox,
the lodge will be built emulating the styles of luxurious safari lodges
found in other parts of Africa. Using traditional materials, guests will
experience traditional Africa with international standards.

The residential and commercial mixed development will comprise of
luxurious accommodation for tourists and residential apartments and
conference centers for researchers and scientists studying at the
space center.

Most recently Opal has been found on the land which offers
additional revenue opportunities. 

Local Partner:
Abebe Getahun is a young entrepreneur born just outside Abune
Yoseph.  Unofficially adopted by a Canadian man, Abebe has spent
his life around foreigners and is committed to giving excellent
international service. 

Exclusive Mountain Lodge

Facilities Overview

Only hotel allowed on the mountain

Located beside space center

Government supported project

Flexibility of investment structure and
participation terms for potential
investors

Transaction Overview

Room Summary    50 rooms + apartment style facilities
Dining Facilities:  Signature restaurant and all day dining
Health/ Wellness:  Full service spa, jacuzzi & hot tubs 
Other:                    Conference rooms, executive suites,                    
                              recreational activities, heated pool, parking 

Total  Cost:           $1.5 Million USD
Local Investment: $50,000 USD 
Land Size:             30,000 square meters

Project Highlights

Design Idea

Onsite View

Onsite View



Dessie, Ethiopia

Located in front of a gorgeous lake, the creation of this unique
hotel will serve the tourism and business industries.  

It will comprise of 150 rooms, several conference rooms, business
center, gym, full service spa, and a large outdoor swimming pool.

The hotel market in Dessie is characterized by a severe shortage.
Despite the low quality of existing establishments, occupancy
remains high. As it should, since local guides estimate between
40,000 and 50,000 visitors come each year. 

The target end-user market for the Dessie Hotel are tourists on the
northern route, local Ethiopians (including diaspora) and
expatriates coming for both vacation and business retreats, and
corporate staff of nearby international companies.

The facility will also offer several recreational activities including
hiking tours, boat rides, and outdoor sports. The plan is to extend
the length of guests from two to four days. 

Being in close proximity to the new train station, a major roadway,
and Dessie airport, this destination is easy to reach. 

Local Partner:
Habtamu Tsegaw is the owner of a successful tour company that
just celebrated its 10th anniversary. He also published the best
tourism map of Ethiopia that is sold throughout Europe. After
hearing his customers continuously ask for better accommodation
in Dessie, he decided to make the first quality hotel. 

Lakefront View Business Hotel

Facilities Overview

Lake front view

Convenient location for tourists and
businessmen
Government supported project

Flexibility of investment structure and
participation terms for potential
investors

Transaction Overview

Room Summary    100 rooms 
Dining Facilities:  Signature Restaurant, Lobby Bar, 24/7 Dining
Health/ Wellness:  Full service spa, Jacuzzi & hot tubs 
Other:                    Conference rooms, Executive suites,                  
                              recreational activities, outdoor pool, parking 

Project Cost:         $3 Million USD
Local Investment: $1.5 Million USD
Land Size:             30,000 square meters

Project Highlights

Lake Hayk in Dessie

Onsite View



Africa Mentor – An Africa Advisory Service

About Us:

If you are contemplating entering the African marketplace with a product or service you have come to
the right place.  Africa Mentor was created in 2011 in order to assist entrepreneurs, SMEs and businesses
to put their best foot forward in Africa.

Unlike the big name consultancies attempting to advise entrepreneurs by presenting flashy reports
based primarily on secondary and  tertiary sources while charging their clients exorbitant fees, Africa
Mentor has a vast network (present on every continent) that gathers first hand, current information about
the market, competition and legalities of doing business on the continent.

We have worked with clients in the automotive, pharmaceutical, construction, land development, mining,
agriculture, and IT just to name a few.

Are you ready to begin your African venture?  Do you want to be put in contact with the right people?
 Are you wondering how to get started in Africa?  Do you want to know your chances of success
(profitability)?

Then, we would like to speak with you:

                                                     Contact Information:

                                                     Richard Chowning
                                                     Founder and Director

                                                     Email: richard@africamentor.com
                                                     Twitter:@TheAfricaMentor
                                                     Phone: (903) 624-4292
                                                     Skype ID: rchowning


